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To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     -The Mid-South Tribune-

Ukraine is a teachable moment; Next generation 
must learn the value of freedom and patriotism  

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — The Uni-
versity of Memphis has been 
honored among the top Military 
Friendly Schools for the eighth 
consecutive year, as the institu-
tion received Gold recognition 
for 2022-23.  
 The list honors the top colleges, 
universities and trade schools 
that are doing the most to em-
brace military service members 
and veterans as students and en-
sure their success on campus.  
 The UofM's military-friendly 
features include a Veterans and 
Military Student Services Center 
which assist veterans and mili-

Adams Arms announces that company has built rifles 
for Ukraine to defend against invading Russian army

BROOKSVILLE, FL –– Adams 
Arms, industry leading pioneers 
of piston-driven AR platform 
firearms, announces that the ri-
fles they have recently built for 
Ukraine will make it in country 
and be used to support the efforts 
to fight the invading Russian 
army. Adams Arms has also de-
signed a T-Shirt to recognize the 
Ukrainian Border Guard Unit 
stationed at Zmiinyi “Snake” Is-
land. All proceeds from that sale 
will go directly to the Ukrainian 
National Bank’s war funds. 
“Adams Arms has supported 
Ukraine and other international 
customers for years,” said 
Adams Arms President Jason 
East. “We have been assembling 
their latest orders for the last few 
months. From the onset of the 
Russian invasion, we have been 
working around the clock to en-
sure our shipment of firearms 
will arrive unmolested and in its 
entirety. We stand with the 
people of Ukraine and are proud 
to know Adams Arms products 
are going to be used to support 
the independence of a sovereign 

 By Joe Reagan  
 
COLORADO SPRINGS, CO — 
March 3, 2022 — I discuss the 
topic of leadership a lot in our 
home. It is not much of a surprise 
as my wife and I have multiple 
combat tours between us. To-
gether, we have over 40 years of 
collective military leadership ex-
perience and the honor of leading 
troops into combat. Over the 
course of our careers, we have 
seen the full spectrum of leader-
ship; some of the most rewarding 
experiences are when we observe 

those unlikely leaders emerge in 
the face of adversity. In the past 
few days, like so many other 
Americans, we have watched 
new heroes emerge in Ukraine, 
as an unjust war unfolds. 
  
We have been most impressed by 
“Captain Ukraine,” President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky, a former TV 
comedian, who in the past few 
days has become a global sym-
bol for the democracy we hold so 
dear. He has become not just the 
face of Ukrainian resilience, but 
also a leader that has truly united 
people across the globe. His 
words and actions have inspired 
and motivated world leaders, to 
recommit to the values of peace, 
unity, and democracy. 
 To our family, his courageous 
response to an offer of evacu-
ation showed the spirit in which 
this country (America) was 
founded. He said, “The fight is 
here; I need ammunition, not a 
ride.” It is this kind of “lead from 

the front” attitude that we feel 
has captivated so many of us 
over the past few days. Ze-
lensky’s willingness to roll up 
his sleeves (when he is not wea-
ring a tee-shirt) and put himself 
in harm’s way is a stark reminder 
that freedom is not free and that 
the price of freedom is commit-
ment, perseverance, and deter-
mination. He teaches a lesson in 
democracy that is not lost on the 
members of my family. 
  It is not just Zelensky who is 
worthy of praise as the media re-
ports nearly 70,000 rifles were 

distributed to civilians in a single 
day. The same media also quotes 
a Ukrainian woman as she stands 
resolute to defend her country by 
defiantly stating, “I am an adult 
woman, I am healthy and it’s my 
responsibility.” President Ze-
lensky has been the first to ac-
knowledge that the Ukrainian 
people have stepped up and have 
been doing so since Russia’s in-
vasion of Crimea in 2014 with 
the creation of the Territorial De-
fense Force made solely of Uk-
rainian volunteers. 
  Just as live television allowed 
the Vietnam War to be brought 
into our living rooms, social 
media has put the Ukraine War 
into our hands. We are bom-
barded with traditional media 
and social media accounts of the 
war. This new age of reporting 
has brought an unprecedented 
awareness to how fragile democ-
racy can be and as my wife and I 
point to the TV, cell phone or 
computer monitor, we try to 

show our children that “this is 
what patriotism looks like and 
that everyday people can be he-
roes if they so choose.” 
  The news is reporting that some 
Ukrainian parents are sewing 
their child’s blood type to their 
shirt before sending them off to 
school. Other parents are packing 
bags for their young children so 
they can be loaded onto a train 
and taken to a foreign country for 
safety, reassuring them that ev-
erything will be OK while si-
lently wondering if they will ever 
be a family again. Other parents 
are pleading with doctors trying 
desperately to keep the youngest 
victims of this war alive. This is 
how Ukrainian children are 
learning about war and freedom. 
With everything that has tran-
spired over the past few days, my 
wife and I are suddenly realizing 
how valuable something as sim-
ple as a family dinner can be to a 
nation’s democracy. 
  As Americans, we are grateful 
that we are largely free of exter-
nal threats to our family and our 
freedoms. We should remember 
that the principles that the people 
of Ukraine are defending with 
their lives today are the very 
same principles that generations 
of Americans have fought for as 
well. Our country, despite all our 
self-imposed differences, needs 
to look at the images coming 
from Ukraine and bear witness to 
their unity, and to notice that the 
only division is between those 
who stand in defense of democ-
racy and those who stand against 
it. 
  As President Reagan (a WW2 
Veteran) once said “no arsenal, or 
no weapon in the arsenals of the 
world, is so formidable as the 
will and moral courage of free 
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UofM honored among Top Military Friendly Schools 
for 8th consecutive year, earning Gold recognition 

tary service members with the 
transition from a military envi-
ronment to a positive academic 
community that supports their 
success on campus; a wide range 
of online courses and degree pro-
grams through UofM Global; 
participation in the Yellow Rib-
bon Program; seamless transfer 
of credits from community col-
leges; and three ROTC programs 
– Army, Navy and Air Force. Ad-
ditionally, the Memphis area is 
home to Naval Support Activity 
Mid-South and its strong military 
community.  
 In 2019, the University an-

nounced that it would accept the 
Folds of Honor scholarship, a 
$5,000 annual award, as pay-
ment in full for tuition. The 
Folds of Honor scholarship sup-
ports higher education for 
spouses and children of Amer-

ica’s fallen and disabled service 
members. The UofM is the first 
institution of higher learning na-
tionally to partner with Folds of 
Honor.  
 The UofM was ranked No. 9 na-
tionally on the Military Friendly 
Schools List two years ago. The 
list of Military Friendly Schools 
is compiled through extensive re-
search and a data-driven survey 
of employers, schools, franchise 
systems and cities nationwide.  
 More information, including the 
complete list of 2022-23 Military 
Friendly Schools, is available at 
militaryfriendly.com.  

nation.” 
In addition to shipping firearms 
to the embattled country, Adams 
Arms is raising funds through the 
sale of T-shirts. These shirts fea-
ture the emblem of the Ukrainian 
Border Guard Unit that showed 
unwavering courage and extreme 
bravery as they faced down a 
Russian Warship. Despite being 
offered the chance to surrender, 
and under almost insurmountable 
odds, they chose to fight. They 
let the Russians know their deci-
sion by broadcasting the now in-
famous words, “Russian warship, 

go f—k yourself.” 
Support from Adams Arms’ cus-
tomers has been strong with ini-
tial sales rolling in over the 
weekend and quickly out-pacing 
initial sales numbers on the T-
shirt. For the latest updates and 
to learn more, individuals are en-
couraged to go to the Adams 
Arms website and follow its so-
cial channels. 
 
About Adams Arms 
Adams Arms provides cutting 
edge technology that meets the 
real needs of the modern warrior, 
starting with the industry's first 
and only patented retrofit kit for 
the AR 15 Platform that makes it 
a relevant weapon of the future. 
Our quality far surpasses the in-
dustries mil-spec standards and 
run cleaner, cooler, and more re-
liable than our competition. 
Adams Arms will continue to de-
velop products that improve per-
formance and minimize 
maintenance at the highest level 
of quality from full rifles to all 
relative configurations. 

These soldiers carry Adams Arms rifles. (Photo/Cour-
tesy: Adams Arms)

“Adams Arms has supported 
Ukraine and other inter-
national customers for 
years,” said Adams Arms 
President Jason East. “We 
have been assembling their 
latest orders for the last few 
months. From the onset of the 
Russian invasion, we have 
been working around the 
clock to ensure our shipment 
of firearms will arrive unmo-
lested and in its entirety...” 

 It is not just Zelensky who is 
worthy of praise as the media 
reports nearly 70,000 rifles 
were distributed to civilians 
in a single day. The same 
media also quotes a Ukrain-
ian woman as she stands res-
olute to defend her country by 
defiantly stating, “I am an 
adult woman, I am healthy 
and it’s my responsibility.” 


